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Returning from Uchronic speculations to a considera-
tion of actuality, we find that in Russia the original aim of
the revolutionaries was the creation of a society enjoying
the maximum possible amount of self-government in every
field of activity. Unfortunately, the rulers of the country
have persisted in making use of the violent methods
inherited from the old Tsarist regime. With what results ?
Russia is now a highly centralized military and economic
dictatorship. Its government is oligarchical and makes
use of secret police methods, conscription, press censor-
ship, and intensive propaganda or bourrage de crane, for
the purpose of keeping the people in unquestioning
subjection.
By way of contrast, let us now consider a few examples
of non-violent, revolution. Of these, the movements best
known to English-speaking readers are those organized by
Gandhi in South Africa and later in India. The South
African movement may be described as completely suc-
cessful. The discriminatory legislation against the Hindus
was repealed in 1914, entirely as the result of non-violent
resistance and non-co-operation on the part of the Indian
population. In India several important successes were
recorded, and it was shown that very large groups of men
and women could be trained to respond to the most brutal
treatment with a quiet courage and equanimity that pro-
foundly impressed their persecutors, the spectators in the
immediate vicinity and, through the press, the public
opinion of the entire world. The task of effectively training
very large numbers in a very short time proved, however,
too great and, rather than see his movement degenerate
into civil war (in which the British, being better armed,
would inevitably have won a complete victory), Gandhi
suspended the activities of his non-violent army.
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